Maryland Commission on American History and Culture
Public Meeting Minutes
Monday, December 1, 2025

Silver Spring Civic Center
719 Ellsworth Drive
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

The Call to Order was given by Vice Chair Jaelon Moaney to the MCAAHC. The following Commissioners were in attendance: Rachelle Adams, Jean Bailey, Dina Daley, Walter Gill, Mark Glaze, Gina Marie Lewis, Jyoti Mohan, Brian Morrison, Robert Patterson, Ada Pinkston, Bridgett Jones Smith, Chrissy Michelle Thorton, Alethea Roselyn Smith-Withers, Kennedi Wilson, Wesley Wood, and Vice Chair Jaelon Moaney. 
The meeting was called to order at 11:10 a.m. by Vice Chair Jaelon Moaney.  
Proof of Public Notice
Accepted by general consensus. 

Approval of Minutes
Vice Chair Moaney called for a motion to be made in accepting the minutes of October 6, 2025.  Commissioner Robert Patterson made a motion to accept the minutes. Commissioner Brian Morrison seconded the motion, and the motion was carried.

Welcome & Guest Speaker Introductions-Commissioner Jean Bailey
Vice Chair Jaelon Moaney opened the public meeting asking the public virtual and present to stand and sing the Negro National Anthem that is a signature opening to the MCAAHC meeting.   He then turned the meeting over to host, Commissioner Jean Bailey.

Commissioner Jean Bailey, MCAAHC Commissioner representing Montgomery County, gave a formal greeting and welcomed the public, officials as well as the MCAAHC Commissioners to the public meeting at the multi-cultural Civic Center in downtown Silver Spring, Maryland.
· She recognized Mr. Ike Leggett, three-time County Executive of Montgomery County, who was also the first African American to be elected to the county’s council and Mr. Will Jowando, who is the Vice President and second African American to be elected on the county’s council.
· Mr. Jowando gave words and welcomed the commission for having its prestigious meeting in Montgomery County.
· He shared that Montgomery County is one of the top 10 diverse cities in American and has some of the oldest African American homes of Sandy Springs, Prathertown, and Scotland that are noted in the State of Maryland.
· Mr. Jowando said that enslaved Africans bought land, developed homes, and then at times had their properties taken or were sold.
· Montgomery County continues to share and preserve the history of what has taken place with African Americans there.
· Mr. Jowando shared that the council is working on a Remembrance and Reconciliation bill to document the three African American men that were lynched in Rockville and Poolesville, Maryland.
· These individuals have been honored, now the council is working on making sure that they are remembered.


Guest Speakers
Dr. Nonso Obikilii, Program Specialist UNESCO "Routes of Enslaved Peoples: Resistance, Liberty and Heritage" Program

Dr. Obikilli joined the MCAAHC public meeting via Zoom from Paris.  
· He shared that he has been doing extensive research and studies to break the silence of enslavement across the world.
· His program was launched in 1994 and is done through the focal points of research and knowledge production, education, memorialization, and action.
· Last year his team launched the “Memorialization: Network of Places of History and Memory linked to Enslavement and the Slave Trade initiative.”
· This initiative is aimed at supporting the preservation of significant places for the benefit of local popularizations as well as to contribute to the global memory and understanding of the history of enslavement and the slave trade.
· This program has created a global register for the “Places of History and Memory linked to Enslavement and the Slave Trade.”
· Thus far there has been recognition of 28 places in 13 member states.


    Mr. Anthony Cohen, President of the Menare Foundation, Montgomery Country
· Mr. Cohen came to the MCAAHC public meeting presenting his work on the Underground Railroad in Montgomery County.
·  This program was developed while he was attending American University for his senior history project in the 1990’s.
· At the time of this project, Mr. Cohen was volunteering at the Montgomery County Historical Society.
· From this volunteering opportunity, he researched through their primary resources to obtain unrecorded historical matter that was not made open and present to the public.
· This led him to his great endeavor of fulfilling the scope of this project that would be made open to Montgomery and the public at large.
· Mr. Cohen connected the history of Harriet Tubman, Laurance Potin Still, Station Master in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania who kept a ledger for all that came through his station for 10 years as well as other African American leaders that made significant contributions.
· His work still goes on today where he has walked one of the Underground Railroad routes that runs through Montgomery County and continues to make extensive travels with other scholars and lovers of history to the byway to freedom to Canada.
· He connected his work to the Menare Foundation Inc. where they established the Germantown Button Farm History Center that rests on 40 acres farm that has a 6,000-acre state park.
· The organization is using their 30th anniversary as a call to preserve history where they will also be having a Harriet Tubman Journey to Freedom statue to go through the states that she traveled through to freedom leading her to Canada.

Mr. Philip Brady, Principal of the PRD Group LLC 
Mr. Philip Brady, exhibit specialist, came to the public meeting sharing powerful information on his organization.
· He shared that PRD stands for Planning, Research, and Design.
· This organization consists of professional designers where there work covers a significant number of projects but mostly talks about America’s history.
· Their largest project extends before the United States was established up until today.
· PRD Group LLC looks to tell a thorough, honest, and inclusive story of how we all came together to become the nation that we are today sharing the good and the bad.
· The organization follows the work of Mr. Lonnie Bunch from the National African American History Museum sharing that African American History is American History.
· From Mr. Brady’s organization’s studies that have been able to show how African made great contributions to our country and especially Maryland.
· This project looks to extensively share the rich African American history that has not been given to African Americans as well as the public.
· Mr. Brady shared that they are pleased to learn from the work and research of Professor Joseph Harris and the slave trade.
· Professor Harris saw that the history was very myopic and felt that a great story should and can be told.
· Sixteen slavery ports have been identified in the State of Maryland.
· PRD Group is going to try to place a marker at each port that enslaved individuals entered that addresses a local, a State of Maryland story and a global story.
· They are excited about researching and launching this history for the governor and the great State of Maryland.


Professor Joseph Harris 
Professor Harris, who is a 96-year-old scholar, came to the public meeting presenting information on his great trail map from the 1960’s while attending Northwestern University Graduate school.
· He shared that African studies were not in the curriculum at that time that he attended the university.
· Professor Harris also shared that there were a few maps regarding the trails of African that he decided to make an extensive map of African history.
· Professor Harris decided that he would go to Africa and make this trip a field of study to be developed sharing the migration of African enslaved and not slaved to this country.
· People supported his wife where his teaching and work was supported in a significant way about the global teachings of Africa.
· Several books and maps were derived from the rich history he was able to gather.
· UNESCO decided to support his work and endeavors where it brought about the African newsletter that has become a part of the African Diaspora movement.
· The newsletter is printed and circulated across the world where it is printed in English, French, and Spanish.

 
Finance Committee Report, Commissioner Rachelle Adams
Commissioner Rachelle Adams shared that the Finance Committee met on Thursday, November 20, 2026, where they reviewed the finances of the commission as well as the capital budget.
· There is still an appropriation of funds from FY 2024 of $1.7 million dollars that has been applied to the operational budget.	
· A balance of $1,128,338 is available as of Wednesday, November 19, 2026.
· Commissioner Adams reported that there aren’t any staffing vacancies at this time.
· The capital budget for the grant is $3 million dollars.
· From these funds, $300,000 was spent on the replacement of the BDTM’s HVAC system as well as removal and installment of the backflow preventer costing $40,000 and the modernization of the fire alarm system panels costing close to $10,000. 
· $16,000 is earmarked for the Verda Welcome project.
· For FY 2027 there has been requested and submitted to the Department of Budget and Management to earmark funds from this year’s legislative session for the as well as the Chief Operating Officer position.
· Action Item: Mr. John Pirchio, CFO for the BDTM, is working with the State Treasurer’s Office to receive a reimbursement of $37, 350 for water damage to the museum.


Governance Committee Report-Vice Chair Jaelon Moaney on behalf Commissioner Ada Pinkston
Board/Commission/Committee: Banneker Douglass Tubman Museum Program Committee
Chair: Ada Pinkston 
Vice Chair: Jaelon T. Moaney 
Members: Hakeem Tijani, Rachelle Adams, Gina Lewis, Jyoti Mohan
· This Committee includes three Sub-Committees: Harriet Tubman Lifetime Achievement Award, Symposium, and Statewide Book Drive Committee.

Program Committee Update
· Action Item: The committee will continue to give commissioners a phone call in the next month to ensure that all commissioners know of the small tasks they can do to ensure that African American History is preserved and shared throughout the state of Maryland. 


Ancestral Remains Cemetery Research & Preservation:
The Ancestral Remains Cemetery Research and Preservation is currently in the Public Relations and history committee and is chaired by Gina Lewis. 
· Commissioner Lewis worked with Maleke Glee to hire five community historians who will work in each county where these human remains were found. The names of these historians along with the counties they are going to work with are listed below:
·  Anne Arundel County, Deep Creek: Alexandra McDougle
· Calvert County, Gott Cemetery: Antonio Austin
· Charles County, Chapel Point: Hess Stinton
· Queen Anne’s, Bennett’s Point: Mark Auslander
· Wicomico, Twin Oaks: Arlisha Norwood
· The orientation with the MAC Lab has already taken place. 
· Action Item: Each historian is starting the process to ensure that our ancestors will be honored with an official burial in the place that is the most historically relevant and spiritually appropriate.


Harriet Tubman Lifetime Achievement Award Sub-Committee:
Chair, Commissioner Ada Pinkston; Vice Chair, Rachelle Adams
Members: Sabriyah Hassan, Former Commissioner Cheryl McLeod, 

The Mission of this Sub-Committee:
· To encourage current Commissioner to nominate women who, by their community work, exemplify the legacy of Harriet Ross Tubman
· To objectively evaluate nominations and select awardee(s)
· To continue to refine the selection process
· To collaborate with the Banneker Douglass Tubman Museum Staff to organize an Award Ceremony.
· Date of Last Meeting: October 7, 2025
· Date of Next Meeting: January 9, 2025

Action Items to Be Completed:
· Nominations for next year will be a two-step process. 
· The first step will be a name and a bio. The second step will include a letter and other detailed information.

Mark your calendars for March 21, 2025, 1:00pm - 3:00pm!
· Action Item: The ceremony will take place in Spring of 2026 to honor Harriet Tubman’s birthday in March. 
· Action Item: The ceremony will also include programming that is a part of the next exhibition to be installed at the museum called She Speaks: Black Women Artists and the Power of Historical Memory.
· Action Item: Review 2025 applications.
· Action Item: Start to plan for this year’s recognition and ceremony.


Symposium Sub-Committee:  
Chair: Ada Pinkston
Members: Gina Lewis, Sabriyah Hassan, Maleke Glee
The goal is to organize an annual symposium and gathering for individuals and organizations that uplift African American history across the state of Maryland.
· Date of Last Meeting: November 24, 2025
· Date of Next Meeting: January 26, 2025
· On October 24th, commissioner Gina Lewis moderated a panel discussion between Director Chanel Compton, Exhibition Manager Leslie Rose at the 8th Annual Benjamin A. Quarles Conference 2025 Panel. 

Action Items to be Completed:
· The next symposium will take place at Bowie State University. 
· We will confirm the dates of the next symposium with the staff of Bowie State for the Fall of 2026.
· Develop the language for an open call for proposals to be distributed in the Spring of 2026.
· Develop a sustainable format for the proposal that uplifts the work of projects that are currently supported by the grants that are distributed by the commission.
· Complete grant application to secure funding for the next iteration of the symposium

Questions for the commission:
· Action Item: If one is interested in joining the planning for this symposium that is slated to take place this fall, please reach out to Chair Pinkston at adapinkston@gmail.com.

The committee is interested in changing the format of this symposium. 
· What would it look like to have a quarterly meeting for individuals and organizations to present their work? 
· What would it look like to create a skill sharing platform? 
· What if there was a series of conversations or public programs at historic sites throughout the state that connected to the curatorial choices of the BDTM? 

PR & Historical Committee-Commissioner Brian Morrison
Commissioner Brian Morrison shared that the MCAAHC’s Public Relations and Historical Research Committee are working on following endeavors.
· Action Item: The Pendulum Newsletter next issue is scheduled for publication on February 2, 2026.
· This is to coincide for Black History Month in February with the theme of the newsletter is 250 Years of Maryland’s African American History & Culture.
· The fall issue of the Pendulum had a 144% increase in clicks from Canva 173 to 344 on the summer issue.
· Action Item: content for the February issue is due January 2, 2026. 
· The committee request that all heads of committees keep verbiage down to 250 words.
· The committee met with BDTM Staff: Jan Lee, Maleke Glee, Martina Dodd and Commissioner Walter Gill on fundraising strategies.
· Maleke Glee is compiling a list of potential funders and a case statement to share.

Public Support and Statements
· A. Call to Action-copies of the Commission’s Call to Action (Post Election) are being distributed at all public meetings.
· The committee continues to encourage the public to take action to fight against the negative actions of the current presidential administration.
· B. Action Item: MDOT-The Committee has decided on the next round of historical markers has been updated as part of the MDOT request.
· The update locations are University of Maryland Eastern Shore (Princess Anne & Somerset Counties), Bowie State University (Prince George’s County), Freetown (Anne Arundel County) and Green Hall Town and Port (Wicomico County).
· A major thanks was given to Commissioners Mark Glaze and Walter Gill for their support in the selection process.
· Action Item: There is a need for a commissioner to spearhead a working group to develop guidelines for the port marker review.
· Action Item: The committee welcomes support from community volunteers from the AAHPG Committee members, Ms. Asja Bard and Sharita Thompson.
· Action Item: The committee is working on a letter of support guidelines.
· I.  The Dr. Joseph E. Harris Maryland Routes of Enslave Peoples Heritage Trail 
  (UNESCO) letter of support is undergoing final edits and approvals.
· II.. Hagerstown Choice Neighborhood Program letter of concern needs to be
    updated where committee is waiting to hear about additional language.
· Commissioner Gina Lewis has volunteered to be the Ancestral Remains Project Lead.

Social Media
· Action Item: Commissioner Wesley Wood has agreed to be the social media lead.
· He is in the process of developing our social media calendar.
Action Item Pending:
· The topics that need to be addressed at the next board meeting:
· I. Committee Chair: Brian Morrison
· II. Recruiting sub-committee leads (public statements and MDOT Marker Working group.
· III. Winter 2026

African American Heritage Preservation Grant Committee-Commissioner Robert Patterson
Action Item: The committee is recommending that 29 applications be funded, with 27 receiving full funding and 2 receiving partial funding.
1. The commissioners received the resolution for funding on November 21, 2025, and the opportunity to access all the applications that were submitted for review via Microsoft Teams. 
1. Action Item: The commissioners will need to vote in December 1, 2025, meeting regarding the proposed projects and submit that resolution to the Maryland Historical Trust for their vote.
2. Date of last meeting: November 7, 2025 (Ranking Meeting)
2. Date of next meeting: December 8, 2025, 7 p.m.-8 p.m. (Committee Meeting)
2. Action Items In-Progress/Pending: Grant Application Review and Awards
2. Action Item: Propose Formal Motions to the MCAAHC (if any): Accept the FY 2026 AAHPG Awards Resolution.

· The vote: Commissioner Patterson asked for a motion to be made on receiving the candidates for funding for FY 26 AAHPG.
· Commissioner Patterson made a motion to accept the candidates.
· Commissioner Brian Morrison seconded and the motion carried.


Government Affairs and Community Advocacy
Committee Members
Vice Chair Jaelon T. Moaney (Chair)
Commissioner Kennedi Wilson (Book Drive Lead)
Commissioner Jean Bailey (Book Drive)
Commissioner Dina Daly (Book Drive)
Commissioner Jyoti Mohan (Book Drive)
Commissioner Wesley Wood (Special Advisor)

The most crucial things commissioners need to know about our work in order to make informed decisions at the next meeting or represent the organization in the community.
1. The Government Affairs & Community is established and underway.
2. The MCAAHC Statewide Book Drive III is active, and a universal toolkit has been published.
3. Current Federal & State Legislative windows:
a. 119th U.S. Congress, First Session-September 2nd & December 18, 2025.
b. Maryland General Assembly. 448th Legislative Session-January 14th-April 13, 2025.

Action Items Completed:
· Vice Chair Moaney attended and helped to facilitate one of the largest One Maryland One Book (Kin) author tour showings at Chesapeake College in Wye Mills on October 7, 2025.
· At the invitation of Maryland Association of Public Library Administrators leadership, Vice Chair Moaney & Commissioner Wilson delivered a formal MCAAHC Statewide Book Drive presentation and appeal at the annual Association conference Friday, October 10, 2025.
· The MCAAHC Statewide Book Drive III was launched on November 1, 2025.
· The Drive III cycle will mirror Drive II-Maryland Emancipation Day (November 1) to Juneteenth weekend (June 21).
· Vice Chair Moaney joined public officials of Trappe, descendants of Nathaniel Hopkins, congregants of Scotts United Methodist Church, the Talbot 250 Commission and local community members to announce Talbot County’s state-leading, twelve-box donation tally and unveil the long -term home of Drive II titles in Nace’s Park on Main Street during the 158th annual public parade and festival.
· Vice Chair Moaney contributed an essay detailing the origin and trajectory of the Statewide Book Drive featured in the Sacred Spaces Exhibitions of Martina Dodd and Jabari Jefferson.
· Current exhibit is open from February 8, 2025, to December 30, 2025.

Date of Last meeting: November 25, 2025
Standing Meeting Date: Meetings will occur at a monthly frequency, except in the event of urgent matters.

Action Items In-Progress/Pending:
BDTM leadership and commission leadership continue to engage federal legislators, the Governor’s Office and Maryland General Assembly policymakers ahead of new legislative sessions.
· BDTM Modernization ($3 million in FY 2027).
· African American Heritage Non-Capital Program ($500K annual appropriation).
· Request to consider forthcoming funeral home records legislation.
· Advocacy Days (led by coalitions and MCAAHC Commissioners) & Policy Platform.
· 2025-2026 Goals:
· Inform Policymakers, Shape Legislation and Empower Advocates.
· Double the Geographic Presence of the MCAAHC Statewide Book Drive.
· Set a Foundation for the *First Ever* MCAAHC Alumni Corps.
·  GCAC Leadership will confirm and fill the “State Agency Partner” Committee vacancy during the week of December 1, 2025.	
· GCAC Regional Engagement Leads have begun due diligence and groundwork towards building out the first Commission alumni corps.
· GCAC will establish Commission-wide criterion for hearings and citations to bolster volume and gravity.


Questions for the Commission:
Action Items: As Drive III unfurls, are there any commissioners who have strong relationships with their local library agency and/or aligned literary efforts to grow lasting, sustainable impact in and with communities?


Vice Chair Moaney asked for a motion to be made to close the public meeting.  Commissioner Jyoti Mohan made a motion to close the meeting. Commissioner Robert Patterson seconded the motion, and the motion was carried. The public meeting adjourned at 1:22 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted, 

LeRonn Herbert, Special Assistant

